[Chronicity in psychiatry. Study of the course of mental disorders in relation to numerical variations in the nuclear family].
Research on the chronic patient in psychiatry is reviewed and a systemic interpretative protocol given so as to examine the role of family interaction factors implicated in the development of mental disturbance. Some research is then reported based on patients in a psychiatric ward in which the general features of the phenomenon are studied and an attempt made to assess the significance of the variable "numerical variations in the family nucleus" compared to the development of the psychopathological disturbance. The results show only a small influence of this variable on the long-term course of individual psychopathology.